[Liver injury induced by immune checkpoint inhibitor-therapy : Example of an immune-mediated drug side effect].
Drug-induced liver injury is increasing, especially in elderly patients with polymedication and multimorbidity. Clinicopathologic correlation of immune-mediated liver injury, specifically liver injury following therapy with immune checkpoint inhibitors against PD-1, PDL-1, and CTLA4. Histologic assessment of liver biopsies of nine patients after therapy with immune checkpoint inhibitors and correlation with clinical parameters. In all nine patients, liver injury was apparent after variable administration of immune checkpoint inhibitors. Transaminase levels were increased up to a maximum of 3818 U/l. Liver histology showed liver injury resembling autoimmune hepatitis respective cholangitis. In two patients, veno-occlusive disease was seen. Corticosteroid therapy was initiated in eight patients, subsequently four patients showed decreasing transaminases and five patients died of tumor progress. In three patients, it remains unclear whether liver injury by immune checkpoint inhibitors may have ultimately contributed to the fatal course, especially in one patient with liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma. Therapy with immune checkpoint inhibitors may lead to potentially fatal immune phenomena in susceptible patients, which may affect liver and/or other organs independently. Other causes of hepatopathy need to be ruled out clinically and/or histologically.